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The Elks Club is situated in Louisville's central business district, a compact 
urban core, rich in a diversity of architectural styles from the nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries.

The Elks Club is a handsome eight-story structure of brick and stone. The lower two 
stories are stone and are divided into nine bays. The first floor bays are flanked 
by stone piers and have large window areas for shops. The central three bays served 
as entrances. Originally, a wooden canopy with a scalloped edge covered the entrance. 
A plain entablature with a band of stylized fret work, divides the first and second 
floors. The second floor consists of the three central stone arches with stylized 
fret work, and windows corresponding to the entrances. The arches are flanked by 
three sets of triple mulled windows separated by stone panels with geometric 
decoration. This floor is topped by a stone entablature with a band of egg and dart 
motif. Theiupper floors are also divided into nine bays but each bay only contains 
two double windows, The end bays are in stone and the central portion of the third j 
through the sixth floors are of brick. The three central window units of the third | 
floor have stone jambs and architraves and are separated"by i ston©,pame'ls with urn^and 
rosette decoration. The window on either side have stone panels with swag and fret 
decoration underneath. They are also topped by a broken stone pediment. The top 
two stories are in stone. The bays are divided vertically by piers which run the "j 
height of the two stories. The windows are divided horizontally by stP.ne panels with i 
carved decoration. The building is capped by a plain entablature and stone balustrade.!

The interior of the building has been altered in some areas", but in other areas ; 
remains intact- The main lobby and the main corridors on the first floor have - 1 
lowered ceilings (The feasibility of exposing the intact ceiling now hidden is 1 
currently being studied.) :The interior spaces are filled with classical details of j 
every kind. Dentil, egg and dart, and block modillion moldings are used in every ij 
available space. Gteat consoles rise from pillars, and abundantly detailed Corinthian ] 
capitals decorate pilasters. Swags and cartouches are found on most cross beams j 
and lintels. : i. . r

A spectacular room which has been adapted for office space by the use of partitions, 
is the Lodge Room on the eighth floor. Nearly the entire ceiling is glass which 
brilliantly illuminated the space. The cross beams have Intricate foliage detailing 
and are matched along the wall with Corinthian capitaled pilasters. The ceiling ' 
in this room too has been lowered, but the hidden portion is Intact.

The Ball Room of the Elks Club is a spectacular room, which has not been altered. i 
Huge cross beams are highly decorated with dentil, and egg and dart moldings. 
The paired windows are topped by swags and -cartouches 'in-bas -relief "and lovely.- 
chandeliers hang, two in each bay.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Elks Athletic Club is a prominent, eight-story neo-classical structure, 
which was contructed during the commercial heyday of Louisville's central business 
district. Its significance lies in its architectural quality and its 
contribution to the stability of the southern end of the district. The 
building is one of the finest examples of the modified neo-classical 
revival style used extensively in Louisville's commercial architecture from 
1910-1930. Other structures in this style included the Republic Building 
(1917), the Rialto Theatre (destroyed), the Kentucky Theatre (1926), and 
the Breslin Building (1928). The designers of the Elks Club, the archi­ 
tectural firm of Joseph and Joseph, were one of Louisville's more important 
designing firms after 1910.

The prosperity which Louisville has experienced since its founding in 1778 
brought an increase in population and an expansion in building. The early 
city developed primarily in the area of the central business district. 
Louisville's growth and prosperity continued until the 1920s, punctuated 
by a few periods of depression in the 1870s and 1890s and the period briefly 
before World War I. Building activity continued throughout this period 
as well.

The Elks Athletic Club Building was constructed by the local architectural 
firm of Joseph and Joseph in 1924. The firm was formed in 1908 by Alfred 
and Oscar Joseph. Alfred Joseph, senior member of the firm*received his 
architectural training under the firms of McDonald Brothers, McDonald 
and Sheblessy, and McDonald and Dodd. With these firms he participated 
in the projects for the Presbyterian Seminary, Temple Adath Israel,and 
the original Weissinger-Gaulbert apartment complex.

Alfred left McDonald in 1908 and with his brother Oscar began the firm 
of Joseph and Joseph, Oscar Joseph received his forma.1 training at the 
University of Michigan as a civil engineer. Their first office was at 
150-152 Lincoln Bank Building, A shoe shine parlor (elevation still in 
possession of A.S. Joseph II) for B, Bimbas and J. Gontias was their first 
commission in 1908. Their first major commission was the old Kentucky 
State Fair Building.



Interview with Alfred S. Joseph II by Marty Hedgepeth, 
Joseph and Joseph Architects and Engineers (catalogue), 
Louisville Survey; Central and South, Louisville. 
City of Louisville, 1978, Carl Kramer, history text.
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Both the interior and exterior of the Elks Club Building display the designers' 
mastery of classical elements, and is an important architectural element in the 
southern end of the central business district.
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The two brothers had different stylistic tendencies, though both usually 
participated in all commissions. Alfred Joseph preferred Classical, English 
and Gothic styles which reflects his work under McDonald. Oscar tended 
toward the stylistic influence of the Italian and Spanish Renaissance.

In the design of the Elks Club, Joseph and Joseph developed the neo-classical 
style which Oscar had learned so well under McDonald's guidance. Their 
use of the style matured into a more delineated and bas relief treatment 
of classical forms. The pinnacle of the Joseph and Joseph interpretation 
of neo-classicism was the Rialto Theatre, now demolished.

Other outstanding Joseph and Joseph designed buildings are the Fincastle 
Building, one block south of the Elks Club, YHCA Building, Kosair Hospital, 
Commodore and Dartmouth Apartment Buildings and the Republic Building. 
The firm designed many theatres, schools, residences, and several warehouses 
and factories.

The Elks Athletic Club followed a trend established by the Young Men's 
Christian Association and the Young Men's Hebrew Association. The YMCA 
contructed an impressive Beaux-Arts structure at Third and Broadway in 
1913, designed by McDonald and Dodd. In 1915, YMHA followed suit, by the 
construction of their counterpart at Second and Jacob. Joseph and Joseph 
was the architectural firm which designed the YMHA Beaux-Arts building. 
The completion of the Elks Athletic Club, one block north of the YMCA, 
was appropriate. The Club sold the building only four years later, however, 
and it was easily adapted into hotel use by the Henty Clay Hotel. The Hotel 
carried on a successful venture until 1963, when appropriately, the Young 
Women's Christian Association purchased the building. The YWCA has occupied 
the building ever since.
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